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• Proximity economy: 

• Challenges and urban trends

• Proximity and social economy industrial ecosystem – Transition 

pathway

• Potential of technology: Tech4Good Marketplace
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Great Urban Challenges of the 21st century



• Strengthening the resilience of the Single Market

• Supporting Europe’s Open Strategic Autonomy and dealing with 

dependencies

• Supporting the business case for the twin transitions

• Co-creating transition pathways with public authorities, 

enterprises and citizens.

The New Industrial Strategy and 

14 Industrial Ecosystems





Transition Pathway 
Proximity and Social Economy industrial ecosystem

Resilience

1. a business
environment
enabling
innovation, skills,
start-ups and
scaling

2. impact
investment

3. public
investment

Green transition

1. leveraging human-centric
urban models and social
economy business model
for a just green transition

2. accessing emerging
green markets and
sustainable public
procurement

3. energy poverty, social
infrastructure and social
housing

4. engagement models for
civil society, social and
proximity economy actors to
develop Local Green Deals

Digital transition

1. skills and access to 
technology

2. investment and public-private 
partnerships in R&I & 
TechforGood’ deployment
3. digital social innovation 
uptake and boosting social tech 
start-ups

4. visibility and scaling digital 
economy business models in 
the platform economy  

5. data management 
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Making the most of 
advanced 
technologies for 

Green and Digital 
Recovery and 
Social Resilience
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Tech4Good Marketplace
Technology-powered solutions and business models 

designed to advance economic, social and 

environmental causes

 Help European cities and social economy stakeholders 

address the most pressing challenges with technology

 Solutions developed by local SMEs, social enterprises 

and start-ups. 

 Access to trustful, ethical, labelled, efficient solutions

 Purpose-driven, human-centered development of 

technology and processes: e.g. AI for reskilling, circular 

industrial activities, assistive technology for job inclusion

 Sustainable and social public procurement.

 Cross-disciplinary Makers Space, awards and 

hackathons (e.g. green manufacturing, smart farming, 

smart teaching, energy efficiency, etc.)



ChallengesFind your solution

Tech4Good Marketplace



Solutions for positive impact - SDGs



Solution: Carbon Footprint Platform for Cities

• Solution provider: Everimpact

• Technology deployment(s): Denmark (Herning); United Kingdom 
(London; Manchester); Portugal (Porto) and Spain (Madrid)

• Technology function(s): GHG satellites, sensors and IoT devices

• Challenge: Funding cities' climate actions by measuring, reducing 
and monetizing their GHG emissions.

• Impact: Everimpact is the leading software platform to measure, 
reduce, and offset GHG emissions. We can help cities and 
companies accurately measure emissions with satellite imagery, big 
data, sensors, etc. We can provide our clients with their carbon 
footprint in near real-time, and help reduce emissions. Our 
technology has been deployed in 10 cities and across 4 EU 
countries. It is currently being deployed in the maritime, energy, 
telecommunications, and banking sectors, and has received several 
innovation prizes from the EU Commissions, Google, Solar Impulse 
Foundation, British Telecom, EDF etc.

For further details:

https://marketplace.intelligentcitiesc
hallenge.eu/en/products/carbon-
footprint-platform-for-cities

https://marketplace.intelligentcitieschallenge.eu/en/products/carbon-footprint-platform-for-cities


Solution: Clean Air School Districts

• Solution provider: Leapcraft

• Technology deployment(s): Belgium; Finland; Switzerland

• Technology function(s): Air quality sensing; education; 
environmental data analytics

• Challenge: Poor air quality around schools is adversely affecting the 
health of children in modern cities. The challenge is to use data to 
drive awareness, behavioural modification and test new strategies 
for controlling emissions. The solutions being deployed empower 
citizen engagement models, via students, their families and schools.

• Impact: The impact is multi-fold as it will inform and engage parents 
and local communities in a change- initiative. Thus with adequate 
knowledge of outdoor and indoor air quality in their own 
classrooms and with the support of an AI platform they will help 
regulate the need for lowering ambient emissions outside and 
influence ventilation and maintaining optimum indoor air quality.

For further details: 

https://marketplace.intelligentcitiesc
hallenge.eu/en/solutions/clean-air-
school-districts

https://marketplace.intelligentcitieschallenge.eu/en/solutions/clean-air-school-districts


Solution: Object Detection Kit (Scanning Objects for a Cleaner City) 

• Solution provider: City of Amsterdam

• Technology deployment(s): Netherlands (Amsterdam)

• Technology function(s): Open source platform

• Impact: Object Detection Kit (ODK) is an open source platform for 
municipalities, initiated by innovation teams within the city of 
Amsterdam. Currently ODK is actively used to scan the public space 
for garbage, this helps the departments related to the public space 
to keep the streets of Amsterdam clean and safe. The software is 
written generically so it can be used for scanning other types of 
objects, though the use of this software is limited to GDPR friendly 
use cases only. 

For further details:

https://marketplace.intelligentcitieschall
enge.eu/en/solutions/object-detection-
kit-scanning-objects-for-a-cleaner-city

https://marketplace.intelligentcitieschallenge.eu/en/solutions/object-detection-kit-scanning-objects-for-a-cleaner-city


Thank you!
We count on your support and contribution!

Transition 
Pathway: https://ec.europa.eu/growth/consultations/scenarios-

towards-co-creation-transition-pathway-resilient-innovative-
sustainable-and-digital_en

Survey: https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/TP-P-SE-2022
https://www.intelligentcitieschallenge.eu/

iordana.eleftheriadou@ec.europa.eu 


